


- We are at the stage where we have enough Yudansha to hold a separate
Dan competition.

- Alexis the first person to win the junior and senior divisions in a row,

- Thanks to Mike Ma and Amplus for the kendo prize donations, and to Walden
Ryu for the Tshirts,

Camp

Cnce again, we held our annual camz in Ballarat in May, with 50 kendoka
leaving Melboume on a Friday night for two days of infensive training. We were joined by
a few memibers from the Ballarat Kendo club. It was a major success, especially with the
'Iron Chef' dinner on the Saturday night, demonstrating the culinary skills of some of our
members, and definitely should be repeated in the next camp. Beginners wore the full
armour at the camp, much earlier than in previous years.

Thanks to all those who helped organized the camp. the drivers who helped
fransport our members to Ballarat, Chris for hiring and driving the minibus, and our team
of Iron Chefs.

Fundraiser

The annual UMKC fundraising night continues to grow bigger. Held in August to
raise funds to help pay for our AUG team’s registration and transport to the Gold Coast,
the night saw 4 in-club bands Sakura Express, Supertrain, Exuberant Fishlegs, and Eden 21.
An audience of 200 people flocked to Pugg Mahones, Cartton, dancing to Jpop, indie
rock, jozz, and Green Day covers, while also parficipating in the auctions with many of
the items supplied by Amplus. The night raised $2.400 overall.

A complaint was that the ficket price was steep, and the night short. Perhaps for
this year, a different venue can be found where we are not kicked out so early, as well as
decreasing the ficket price.

Social Events
- UMEC went to dine at Ito and the Afghan Gallery at the end of semesters,
While Ito was superb and filling, Afghan Gallery left a lot to be desired,
- UMKC went to war in Ballan in March, with the clul's biggest paintball
excursion to date.
- There are always casual post-kendo dinners, parties, efc, that bond the club
together.

New Armoury

Midway through 2007 UMKC switched storercooms. The move was due o the
constant leakage problems and machinery from the mainfenance room next doar,
damaging our properties and infroducing a mold proklem. Whilst the new storercom is
slightly smaller width-wise, the door does open outwards which slightly makes up forit, A
major problem was MUSA's lack of consultation in creafing the shelves. In future, the club
should examineg ways to install newer and more refined shelves which will relieve some
wasted space and perhaps allow room for even more armours.

Other Events
- Nittaidai visited in Feburary, and practise was held at UMKC., Nittaidai will no
lenger be visifing Australia on o yearly basis, but will be retuming every 2 or 3
years.
- Several demonstrations held throughout the year. An interesting one was the
CPI group demeonstration; 15 minutes in a docklands bar, for corporate
entertainment.

The Future
- Melboume University has infroduced a new education paradigm. the
"Melbourne Model". This may have an effect on UMKC's average skill level, as
now undergraduate courses are all 3 yvears or less, There are no longer any
double degree courses. This means that more students will be gone after 3



years. [t is unknown how many undergrads will enter grad school, but Masters
courses at Melbourne have proven to be intensive and fime consuming, and
leave little fime for kendo or any other extracuricular activities.

The government has examined a few ways fo deal with the ViU situation,
including a 'HECS style union system' [whatever that means). In any case, itis
unlikely we will see the return of the compulsery student union as it once was,
and we must operate the club on the assumption that no support will be had
from the union.

- 2007's financial statements illustrate that UMEC is more than capable of
supporting itself without MUSA subsidy and suppori. In light of the massive
profits, the 2008 committee may wish to examine ways to feed the money
back info the club, perhaps by sulbsidizing.

- 2009 sees UMKC's 20t anniversary. The 2008 and 2009 commitiees will be
assisting in organizing the celebration of this event, which will include a
tournament, and dinner. A necessary task will be to locate and invite many
past members of UMEKC.

- Future committees may want to examine a block payment system.

Yakov Sensei

UMKC continues to succeed and progress because of Yaokov Sensel's guidance,
support and instruction over the year. UMKC is very privileged to have a Sensei who
dedicates so much time to the club, especially while being the Chairman of the
Australian Kendo Board and constant advisor fo the AKR and VKR, not o mention his full
firne work. LI'M_{‘(C thanks Sensei greaily for all that he has contributed to the club, and
indeed its very existence.

UMKC would also like to formally congratulate Sensei on his Special
Commendation award, awarded by the AKR at the 32rd Australian Kendo
Championships, 'in recognition and appreciation of many years of dedicated. hard work
toward improving the administration of the AKR and the kendo technical skills of
members.' The award is a credit to Sensei’s dedication to Australian Kendo and we are
extremely grateful to have him as our Sensei.

A big thanks fo the committee of 2007 for the help and work in managing the club over
the year. Thanks to Pei for her management of the secretarial and administrative aspects
of the club, to Natalie for her hard work as the freasurer, o Andrew for his guidance and
advice fo the rest of the committee, to Tony for managing the IT aspects of the club
[especially for reviving the website from the dead and hacked MUSA servers), to Jaklene
for managing the kendo armoury, to Nicole for organizing great dinners, and to Paul for
the fundraising night and helping out the rest of the commities. With UMKC being as
large a club as it is, it relies more and more on the hard work of a well funclioning
commitfee. And | believe | am fortunate fo have such a hard working committes with
me.

The club would also not be alble fo function with the experience, guidance and support
of the yudansha, who have helped conduct trainings and have helped our members in
numerous ways, resulting in a smooth-running and skill-increasing cluk!

Viet Hoang
President
April 2008





